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sixteen years had been his term of apprenticeship
to the art, during which he had wholly to teach
himself, beginning at the very beginning. He was
now able to sell his wares and thereby maintain
his family in comfort. But he never rested satisfied
with what he had accomplished. He proceeded
from one step of improvement to another; always
aiming at the greatest perfection possible* He
studied natural objects for patterns, and with
such success that the great BufFon spoke of him
as "so great a naturalist as Nature only can
produce." His ornamental pieces are now regarded
as rare gems in the cabinets of virtuosi, and sell
at almost fabulous prices. The ornaments on
them are for the most part accurate models from
life, of wild animals, lizards and plants, found
In the fields about Saintes, and tastefully com-
bined ornaments into the texture of a plate or
vase. When Palissy had reached the height of
his art he styled himself "Ouvrier de Terre et
Inventeur des Rustics Figulines."

We have not, however, come to an end of thtf
sufferings of Palissy, respecting which a few
words remain to be said. Being a Protestant at
a time when religious persecution waxed hot in
the south of France, and expressing his views
without fear, he was regarded as a dangerous
heretic* His enemies having informed against him,
his house at Saintes was entered by the officers
qf "justice/* and his work-shop was thrown open